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Keeping you in touch with Camps Leelanau & Kohahna

The view of South Manitou from the Perch near
Cookout hasn’t changed in 100 years unless
you acknowledge that M.B. and the early
Kohahna Women didn’t have the Francisco
Morazan Shipwreck peaking at them until late
fall of 1960. The large internet receiver just
uphill wasn’t there back in the day either.
Intentional aspects of Camp don’t change.
Christian Science is our bedrock; character
education drives our programs; teaching
leadership and loving our Northern Michigan
home remain fundamental. These are
non-negotiable.
People change. The faces in the photos from
those black and white brochures aren’t the
same as the current faces and the deep blue
Lake Michigan images we feature today.
Generations of Campers and Counselors have
walked these trails, sung around these council
fires, and slept in these bunkbeds. And in spite

of all that personnel change over the years, there
is something constant, unvarying, and sure about
Camps Leelanau & Kohahna.
As we reflect on a 2019 well spent, as we lovingly
send off stalwart year-round staff and welcome
new faces to our team, gratitude swells for the
consistent quality the Camps have represented for
almost 100 years.
As we look forward to the 2020 camping season,
we can all be heartened to know that certain things
never change. Whether we are welcoming LOC
Students in January or April, Summer Campers in
June or July, Family Campers in August, Military
Families and C.S. Men in September, or Harvest
Women in October, they will all be greeted with the
same affection, expectation of good, and consistent
certainty that growth happens here at Pyramid
Point and we can all see the good, every time.
Weldon Rutledge
Operations Director

FOR 2020 CAMP DATES

TWO WEEK SESSION | June 21 - July 4
THREE WEEK SESSION | June 21 - July 11
FOUR WEEK SESSION | July 12 - August 9
SEVEN WEEK SESSION | June 21 - August 9
CT PROGRAM | June 19 - August 9

FAMILY CAMP | August 10 - 16
MILITARY FAMILY WEEKEND | September 4 - 7
Back by popular demand
CS MEN’S WEEKEND | September 18 - 20
HARVEST WEEKEND FOR WOMEN | October 9 - 12

CALENDAR

DEAR FRIENDS,

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

by Weldon Rutledge

“Who wants to go first?” the Counselor
asks, knowing the answer will include: hands
rocketing in the air, seated campers suddenly
too low to be seen properly popping to their
feet, stepping forward to be assured the
sought honor, shouts, exclamations, pleas, and
appeals ringing in the air. The Zip Line, and
many Camp Activities have this effect on kids.

Either way, there is a better than likely
chance the Counselor is going to call on
the Camper that is still sitting on the bench,
the one patiently and obediently following
the directions. Whether the Counselor is
rewarding selfless behavior or lovingly offering
encouragement, the result is the same. The
example has been set for their peers.

What about the ones still sitting? The ones not
angling for the glorious recognition of “First
Down the Zipline that Afternoon!” Are they
being humble? Are they putting the needs or
desires of others ahead of themselves? Are
they imbibing this concept of selflessness so
harped on at Council Fire, Quiet Time, the
Dinner Table, and any other moment it seems
relevant at Camp? That would be lovely.

Patience. Courage. Selflessness. These are
not new concepts at Camp Leelanau for Boys.
Selflessness is in fact a pillar of our character
education curriculum. Every young man that
comes home from Camp Leelanau should have
a greater sense of and confidence in himself as
a child of God. Through challenging activities,
community living, and studying Christian
Science, these young men know themselves
better and therefore can more comfortably put
others needs or desires ahead of their own.

Or…are they hesitant about trying something
new? Something fast? Something outside of
their comfort zone? That would be okay too.

CAMP LEELANAU

HUMBLE OR HESISTANT?

CAMP KOHAHNA

WOMEN OF INTEGRITY
by Pippi Rutledge

A mangrove tree drops its seedling into the
water. That seedling, which started growing
while still attached to the parent plant, drops
upright into the water and continues to grow
while floating in the water, until it reaches
an area shallow enough for its roots to take
hold. From there, it grows and connects with
other trees to create a mangrove forest.
You may think: “Cool, but what does this
have to do with summer camp?” Well,
this particular analogy was used often this
summer as we discussed our summer theme,
“Women of Integrity”. According to the
Oxford English Dictionary, integrity originally
meant “the quality of being unspoiled or in
an original, perfect state”.
We are each that mangrove seed. We have
everything within us, nothing lacking, from
the very start. When we grow and learn more
about who we are and our relationship to

God, we gain confidence in ourselves and
learn what we are capable of. That is what
we demonstrated this summer as “Women
Of Integrity.”
Counselors and campers alike expressed
their innate integrity on a moment-bymoment basis. We approached everything
with a growth mindset, stepped out of our
comfort zones, and acknowledged the
good within each of us. We learned that our
integrity is always intact, always whole and
complete, whether we’re jumping off the
zip line, canoeing in the Upper Peninsula,
or trying to make new friends.
We are so grateful Camp Kohahna can
be a place where, every summer, we have
the opportunity to discover more about
ourselves and what it is is within each of us
that makes us the perfect child of God.

CAMP KOHAHNA

“The friendships I make at camp are
unbreakable and the bonds we create with
each other are stronger than most of the
friends I have at home.”
LEELANAU SENIOR SECTION CAMPER

“Camp has played a significant role in my life
in developing strong friendships, as well as
helping me understand Christian Science and
seeing it lived. Now it is doing that for my son.”
LEELANAU PARENT

“This summer at Camp I learned how capable
I am, whether it is a physical challenge,
overcoming a fear, or looking after the younger
ones in a cabin. I have all the resources I need
to get through it.” 			
KOHAHNA CT
“Camp is my home away from home.”

CAMP LEELANAU

KOHAHNA WAUKEENA

“I faced my fears and went out sailing even
though I was afraid to. When I went out
sailing, I LOVED IT! And then I went again
later! Now I know that I am capable of doing
things that seem scary at first.”
LEELANAU CAMPER, TORTUGA CABIN

“What I love about Camp is the loving and
supportive atmosphere. This atmosphere helps
me grow spiritually and physically. I always come
back to school with a better understanding of
God, myself, giving, loving, etc.”
LEELANAU CT

“Each of our children grew in unique ways,
tried new activities, and learned spiritual
tools to apply to daily life.”
PARENT OF LEELANAU & KOHAHNA CAMPERS

“I am so happy I found Camp Kohahna
because it is a reminder that I’m loved.”
KOHAHNA CAMPER, BREEZEWAY CABIN

by Erin Earp
2019 Family Camper

Family Camp adventures can be...
From lake and river, to sand and dunes...
From trail and field, to range and forge...
From canoe and kayak, to boat and ski...
From horses and bikes, to silver and glass beads...
From ropes and zip line, to court and trail...
From biking and swimming....there is even time to sail.
Whatever you seek, I am sure you will find.
Just come to Lake Michigan....it’s time to unwind.
Serving delicious meals from fried French toast to salad or
kale, eat in the kitchen or out on the trail...
Come on veggies, vegans and meat lovers too; come eat in
the kitchen that does the hard work for you.
So many good choices that end with a sweet...
At least three meals a day you will eat.
Bring bug spray, and bathing suits, but leave worry behind....
No phones, no tv’s, no computers will you need....
Bring family, friends, and your love for mankind...
Here you will plant a new seed.

FAMILY CAMP

Come sing, come laugh, and come pray...
Come renew your faith, your love and your Way...
Come to acceptance, and grace and grow a little each day...
Just play for a week and you’ll wish you could stay.
Oh the places you can go...and the people you can meet...
Oh the things you can do....from the beach to the street...
Oh the strength you will see...and the fear you can shed...
Knowing the whole time God is with you...from sunrise,
‘til it’s time for bed!

HARVEST WEEKEND FOR WOMEN

What a remarkable weekend! Picture it: Delicious meals made
by someone else, no dishes or clean up, beautiful views of
the fall colors, and days filled with fun, laughter, and great
camaraderie. This year women from both coasts, and many
states in between, gathered together and reveled in a weekend
full of zip-lining, canoeing, hiking, tie-dying, climbing, historic
tours, unbelievable crafting, and so much more! No matter
their age or desired activity level, there was something for
everyone. The inspiration, joy, and achievement flowed freely.
Harvest Weekend is a great opportunity to make new
friends, enjoy some amazing crafts, and have your own camp
experience with all our fun activities. So, next year, bring a
friend, sister, aunt, mom, or cousin and join the fun!

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MEN’S WEEKEND
The Men that gathered at the end of Port Oneida Road this fall for
C.S. Men’s Weekend gathered in fellowship through sport, activity,
good conversation, dips in Lake Michigan, amazing meals, and a
meaningful talk around the Campfire to remind each person about
their relationship with God. Everybody departed Sunday afternoon
feeling refreshed and blessed.
For the fellows that attended, the most memorable quote of the
weekend was: “you gotta get up off your keister, and get to work”
Greg Dunlap, C.S. shared many wise words and early
century idioms around the campfire on
Saturday evening.
Another favorite from a first time
participant: “there isn’t another place
I’d rather be right now, or another
activity I would rather be doing, and
that is a good feeling.” One might
say wakesurfing on Glen Lake on a
warm calm Sunday morning with an
outstanding group of Christian Science
Men will have that affect on anybody.

HARVEST WEEKEND | MEN’S WEEKEND

FAMILY CAMP ADVENTURES

CAMP LEELANAU’S 2021 CENTENNIAL REUNION
100 Years of Camping Friendships Strong and Deep

by Alix Haynes

The countdown is on and preparations are
underway to mark the 100-year anniversaries of
Camps Leelanau and Kohahna. In the sleepaway
summer camp world, a centennial celebration
is a major milestone … an achievement we’ll
cheer, celebrate, and reflect upon.
Our camps’ history is rich in tradition (inspiring
Council Fires, intense team competitions, and
awesome trips are a few traditions that come
immediately to mind) as well as uplifted thought
and healing which is an everyday occurrence
as Christian Science is our foundation and
is practiced and witnessed continually. The
past century has been a testament to Camps
Leelanau & Kohahna’s principled founding and
adherence to divine Truth, Love and one Mind.
So please make a note, mark a calendar, or send
a reminder to the cloud … somehow Save the
Date for each camp’s 100-year reunion. The first

jubilant celebration will be over the long 2021
Labor Day weekend honoring Camp Leelanau
for Boys. With a progressive “join when you
can” start, the “Weekend” begins on Tuesday
and will just keep building, as Leelanau Alum
gather, towards a grand celebration on Sunday
evening. No doubt it’ll be fun, adventurous,
and certainly revitalizing as the guys pay tribute
to 100 awesome years of camping.
Two years later in 2023, during the same multiday weekend (and more), Camp Kohahna for
Girls and Camp Leelanau for Girls will likewise
celebrate their vast heritage with many fun,
familiar, and festive activities.
Presently, we are immersed in the production
of a book which will document the history,
healings, traditions, and people of the first
century for both camps. Just think … that’s you!
You and your alumni friends played a part in the
Camps’ evolution and growth. Although it may
seem a tad far off, help us spread the word by
contacting all of your alumni friends. Together,
let’s make each reunion a historic success!

A weeklong celebration, counting down to a Final Banquet and Council Fire you’ll never forget!
Tuesday, August 31, 2021
Arrive by dinner for check in and evening activity.
Wednesday, September 1, 2021
Load the ferry in Leland for a day trip to South
Manitou and The Crib. Church in the Meadow in
the evening.
Thursday, September 2, 2021
Pack up after breakfast and load the Big Blue
Bus for a day and night of Junior Flag Trip!
Friday, September 3, 2021
Join us when you can for camp activities like
archery and waterskiing, followed by Pizza and
Milkshakes for dinner.

Saturday, September 4, 2021
Camp Activities all day, including tours
of the Leelanau School and Saturday
Night Soccer in the evening.
Sunday, September 5, 2021
Church in the morning, Funny Award
Making in the afternoon, Final Banquet
and a Council Fire worth Standing Up
and Cheering for.
Monday, September 6, 2021
Travel home filled with memories of
old friends and new ones from our time
together on the shores of Lake Michigan.

So, mark your calendar and join us for as many days as you can
squeeze out of your family and vacation schedule!

LEELANAU CENTENNIAL | ALUMNI

OUR 100 YEAR MILESTONE!

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF LOC

LOC | LEELANAU OUTDOOR CENTER

by Katie Duntley

It’s easy to imagine why anyone would love working at the
Leelanau Outdoor Center: playing outside with kids all
day? Living in a take-your-breath-away-beautiful setting?
Working with some of the most fantastic and hilarious
people on planet Earth? Yes please! But LOC is about so
much more than just having fun and being outside.
The growth and gratitude that one gets to witness on
a daily basis makes this one of the most rewarding
and inspiring jobs ever! LOC allows kids and adults to
discover what they are not only capable of, but worthy of,
in a loving and judgement-free environment.
LOC attracts participants from all over the state of
Michigan, and even some from Ohio. They come from
a variety of socio-economic backgrounds, experiences,
and age ranges. Whether it’s a fifth grader from Detroit
seeing stars for the first time or an eighth grader from
Traverse City learning what he or she is truly capable
of, participants are always lovingly encouraged to step
outside their comfort zone, do their best, be considerate,
and have fun.
Even our adult groups get in on the fun and find that a
corporate retreat at LOC gives them a renewed sense of
confidence to talk to their boss about their big ideas for
their company! This is one of the best parts of LOC—the
diversity of the clientele!
This year, LOC celebrates its twenty-fifth anniversary.
There’s no better time to think back to all the students,
teachers, and chaperones who have experienced the love
and growth that takes place here on a daily basis. We
owe such an exciting milestone to the dedication, joy, and
hard work of the LOC Staff over the years! A huge thank
you to everyone who has ever spent time here at Pyramid
Point in the last twenty-five years, working and playing
with all our participants! LOC Rocks!

DEAR FRIENDS,

It’s been another incredible year at Leelanau and Kohahna and we have much to be grateful for. From full
programs at our Outdoor Center to another fruitful summer on the shores of Lake Michigan, we have been
able to witness uninterrupted growth and progress.
We continue to be thankful for the many generous contributions that have supported and strengthened
our facility and programs. This support allowed us to begin construction this summer on new staff housing,
with completion expected next spring. In addition, generous donations for new vehicles and program
equipment allow us to continue to operate at our best.
As we prepare for the year ahead, your loving support of camp is greatly appreciated. A gift to our
Campership Fund will help with tuition assistance for families in need. A gift to our Operating or
Campership Endowments will provide support of Camp and Campers in perpetuity. If you are interested
in making a gift to support Camp, please consider giving toward one of these funds or to our General
Fund, which will be used as the needs arise. There is also a “wish list” below that includes specific items
that you can choose to contribute toward.
If you have any questions, or would like to make a gift toward something you do not see on the list, please
be in touch. Feel free to call us at 231.334.3808 or send an email to weldon@leelanau-kohahna.org.
Thank you for your continued support of Camps Leelanau and Kohahna.
With gratitude,
The Camp Leelanau & Kohahna Foundation
Board of Trustees

Wish List
Centennial Book - $50,000
Two Passenger Vans - $30,000/van
Stargazer Renovation - $18,000
Kohahna Bathhouse Renovation - $10,000
Trips Equipment - $1,000
Wakeboard - $500

Did you know you can support Camp when you shop on
Amazon? Go to smile.amazon.com and choose Camp Leelanau
and Kohahna Foundation as your charity. Amazon will donate
0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to Camp.

Camp Leelanau & Kohahna Fdn., Inc.
1653 S. Port Oneida Road
Maple City, MI 49664

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

2020 CAMP DATES
TWO WEEK SESSION | June 21 - July 4

THREE WEEK SESSION | June 21 - July 11
FOUR WEEK SESSION | July 12 - August 9
SEVEN WEEK SESSION | June 21 - August 9
CT PROGRAM | June 19 - August 9

Pippi Rutledge
Director of Camp Kohahna for Girls
pippi@leelanau-kohahna.org
Weldon Rutledge
Director of Camp Leelanau for Boys
weldon@leelanau-kohahna.org
(231) 334-3808
office@leelanau-kohahna.org
www.leelanau-kohahna.org

Keep in touch!
Find us on
Faceboook.
Follow our Instagram
@campkohahnaleelanau

